

The PREFACE. 

' T may be necejjary to acquaint the reader , that the fol- 
lowing obfervations and experiments were not draw?, 
up with a view to their being made public/-: , but were 
communicated at different times , and mojt of them in 
letters wrote on various topicks , as matters . only of private 
amufement. 

But feme perfons to whom they were read \ and who had 
themfelves been coriverfant in eledtrical difquiftions , were of 
opinion, they contain'd fo many curious and interefling parti- 
culars relative to this affair , that it would be doing a kind 
r d\ injuffice to the public/:, to confine than Jblely to the limits 
of a private acquaintance. 

C 1 he Editor was therefore prevailed upon to commit fuch ex- 
it at is oj letters , and other detach' d pieces as were in his 
hands to the prefs, without waiting-- for the ingenious au- 
thor s permiffion -firt'o do and this was done with the lefs kefi- 
taftm, as it was apprehended the author's engagements mother 

™ ould ft f rce a Jffd him leifure to give the publick 
his reflections and experiments on the fubjeft, finish'd with 

f /7v an f£j ccl f lon ' °f ^hich the treatife before us flews 
he is alike fiudious and capable. He was only apprized of 

tntf/urf had h n thus taken > the firft fleets were 

n the prefs , and time enough for him to trnnfmii r r 

ther remarks, together with a few correSiions and^lZf^' 
which are -blared nf j j fir tenons ana additions, 

The experiments thifiZdSfi a ff ,t4 ™ 
peculiar to himfelf • thev nr x -t C ! a e h are mo ft °J them 
the inferences from them Tk 

times propofed under the tfrms »T fuff ’ ft'd fime- 

aMfiment, Jiflf fjdl’ “ with ‘ 

Mcious rejlemci to ZtlM. f “r Af //'* ' 

whlc , h are at once the mo/aw fd XlK tho f e phenomena, 

mth leafiverifimilit^J ' hltherto > accounted for 
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